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Jesus was disturbed when the promising rich young ruler chose to walk 
away. The chief elder of the synagogue could not bring himself to the point 
of renouncing self-centeredness in favor of Christ-centeredness. Jesus 
said to His disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have wealth 
to enter the kingdom of God!” (10:23). The disciples were amazed at His 
words. He repeated the words, and then added, “It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom 
of God.”

The disciples were dumbfounded and said among themselves, “Who 
then can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is 
impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God” (10:27).

It was difficult for a camel, accustomed to the wide-open spaces of the 
desert, to narrow its vision so as to pass through the gate of a city. It’s 
like the difficulty one has in threading a needle. It can be done, but it’s not 
easy. “Some commentators imagine there might be some wicket-gate or 
door to Jerusalem, commonly known by the name of the needle’s eye for 
its straightness, through which a camel could not be got unless he were 
unloaded” (Matthew Henry).

The disciples needed to learn that God's 
estimate of greatness was different from man’s. 

Mark
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JESUS D OES NOT SU M M A R I LY 
CO N DE MN T H E R ICH
There are some among the rich who recognize 
the high and holy truth: “You are not your own, for 
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). On the other hand, 
there are many whose life is egocentric and not 
Christocentric. They live for themselves, for the 
profit and pleasure of the secular life, for the 
here and now. What did Jesus say of these? “How 
difficult it will be for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!” (10:23).

The Christian steward thinks of life as a ship 
laden with precious cargo. Who owns the ship? 
God owns the ship and the cargo, too. And I? I am 
but the captain. I must keep close watch over the 
ship and see that the cargo is delivered according 
to the Owner’s original intentions. All I have on 
board — my time, talents, person and treasure 
— constitute a cargo to be delivered. When the 
long voyage is over, I must give an account of my 
stewardship. From 1 Corinthians 4:2, we learn that 
no more is required of stewards than that they be 
found faithful. No less either!

A PU ZZLI NG PH ENOMENON
It seems baffling that a multimillionaire should 
keep on grubbing for more and ever more money 
when he already possesses more than he can 
possibly use in several lifetimes. Why this fetish 
known as MORE?

First conjecture: A mass of money exercises 
gravitational pull as do the sun, earth, and stars. 
The larger and the more condensed the mass, 
the stronger the pull. Similarly with the mass of 
money. A wealthy person finds it almost impossible 
to extricate himself from its magnetic force. 
Therefore, “it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle…” 

Second conjecture: Money is power. It persuades. 
Money commands respect and subservience. The 
more money one has, the more one can lord it over 
others. A plenitude of money is apt to give one a 
feeling of omnipotence. It is hard to resist playing 
God. Therefore, “it is easier for a camel…” 

Third conjecture: Playing the market, purchasing 
real estate with the expectancy of appreciation, 
or gambling in a variety of ways is a fascinating 
game. “Nothing risked, nothing won. If I take a 
chance, I shall likely come out ahead, to the envy 
of some and the admiration of others. Everyone 
listens when I speak. That gives me great 
satisfaction. No, I can’t lop off a big chunk of my 
winnings for church and charity. I may need it 
someday to cover losses. Better safe than sorry.” 
Therefore, “it is easier…”

Whatever his reason, the rich young ruler made a 
decision favoring self. By so doing, he lost Christ. 
He could have received life eternal right then, for 
as John states, “This is [not “this leads up to” but 
“this is”] eternal life, that they know you the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” 
(John 17:3).

T H E DISCI PLES A R E PU ZZLED 
MarK 10:26–31
The disciples wondered if following Jesus meant 
the investment of their whole lives for God, “Then 
who can be saved?” Jesus looked straight at them 
and answered, “With man it is impossible, but not 
with God. For all things are possible with God.” The 
Holy Spirit makes the impossible possible.

Peter was quick to latch on to Christ’s promise of 
divine benefit. “Look, we have given up everything 
to follow you (including wife and home, in Peter’s 
case). What will be our compensation?” The 
Lord, in essence, answered, “Whatever sacrifices 
are made for my sake and the Gospel will be 
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recompensed plentifully in this life, though not 
without persecution; and in the age to come, 
the gift is eternal life. Many here who consider 
themselves first will be at the end of the line there; 
and many who think they are unimportant in the 
kingdom now will come into prominence then. The 
first last, and the last first” — that is the paradox.

A DETA I LED DESCR I P T ION 
O F H IS DE AT H 
MarK 10:32–34
Jesus and the Twelve were on their way to Jericho, 
the city of fountains, bananas, and date palms. 
From there they would make their way up the 
robber-infested ascent to Jerusalem, atop Mt. Zion. 
Jesus courted aloneness as He walked ahead of 
the disciples. He knew exactly what he had to face. 
The disciples knew something dreadful was in the 
offing, but were ignorant as to details. Jesus drew 
them about Him and told them what things would 
happen to Him.

“We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 
Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, [lawyers or teachers of the law 
who, together with the Pharisees and Sadducees, 
constituted the Sanhedrin of 71 members] and they 
will condemn him to death and deliver him over to 
the Gentiles [Romans]. And they will mock him and 
spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after 
three days he will rise” (10:33–34).

A MB I T IO US T HO UGH TS TA K E FOR M 
MarK 10:35–41
“Rise again?” Aye, such a powerful One could 
readily deliver Israel from Rome’s bondage, as 
the Maccabees had gained independence from 
the Syrians a while back (165–63 BC). With Jesus 
enthroned as king over the newly freed nation, 
He needed qualified counsellors. James and John 
could think of only two for the job — themselves. 
Their mother was of the same opinion, (Matt. 
20:20–21). No other candidate should be given 

even passing consideration. Jesus needed only to 
accept their recommendation, and the matter would 
be settled. So they approached Him and flatly 
stated, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever 
we ask of you.”

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 
They replied, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 
and one at your left, in your glory” (10:36–37). 
Jesus deals gently with the two, for they were 
even now ignorant of the nature of His kingdom. 
Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world where vaulting 
ambition clamors for positions of prestige, 
power, and lordship. It is one where humility and 
self-denying services are the benchmarks of 
worthiness; a kingdom where trials and tribulations, 
persecution and death may be in store for the 
subjects of King Jesus.

GR E AT N ESS DEFI N ED 
MarK 10:42–45
The disciples needed to learn that God’s estimate of 
greatness was different from man’s. In the kingdom 
of the world, whoever reaches the top has it made. 
He is considered great. But in the kingdom of God, 
greatness is identified with service. “Whoever 
would be great among you must be your servant, 
and whoever would be first among you must 
be slave of all.” Jesus now alludes to His own 
example: “For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many” (10:43–45).

When the other ten learned of the petition of James 
and John, they became indignant, for they had 
entertained similar aspirations. Ambition, the drive 
to forge ahead, is common and very important. But 
this driving force should not be used exclusively for 
self. It should include the kingdom of God and our 
contemporaries as well. “Greatness is measured, 
not by the amount of authority exercised, but by the 
amount of service rendered” (P.E. Kretzmann).
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B LI N D B A RT I M A EUS IS H E A LED 
MarK 10:46–52
Jesus and His disciples, on their way to Jerusalem, reached Jericho, six miles west of 
the Jordan River, near the Dead Sea, 825 feet below sea level. It was here in Jericho 
that Jesus invited Himself into the house of Zacchaeus. Maybe Jesus had been told 
by Matthew, who himself had been a publican, to be on the lookout for a small-sized 
tax collector named Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1–10). It was to him that Jesus spoke the 
comforting words: “The Son of man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10) 
— which is the heart-verse of Luke’s Gospel. To this day, a sycamore tree is pointed 
out to tourists as the spot where the original tree was located, which Zacchaeus had 
scrambled up to get a better view of Jesus as He passed that way.

We also recall Jericho from the Parable of the Good Samaritan: “A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers” (Luke 10:30–37). And, of course, 
we remember the ancient Jericho, the walls of which came tumbling down at the final 
sound of the trumpets and the shout of the people (Joshua 6:20).

Mark does not refer to these incidents but merely mentions that Jesus and His 
retinue came to Jericho, passed through it, and that, as He went out of Jericho, blind 
Bartimaeus sat by the side of the highway begging. When some relative or friend told 
him that Jesus was near, he shouted loudly, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.” 
The blind man was able to see with the eyes of faith that this Jesus was the Messiah 
from David’s royal line. Bartimaeus was promptly told by many around him to be quiet. 
But he grew more importunate in his plea; he repeated his cry for help. The bystanders 
were so bent on quieting him that Jesus had to exert His authority and “command” them 
to bring the blind man to Him. Quick as a flash, they changed their tune. “You lucky 
fellow,” they said. “Come on, he’s calling you” (TLB).

Bartimaeus threw aside his outer garment, so that he would not be tangled up in it or 
trip over it as he rushed towards Jesus. Jesus demonstrated His divine power as well 
as His tender compassion by healing Bartimaeus on the spot. The Lord commented 
favorably on his faith. Bartimaeus had spiritually seen Jesus as the Messiah; now he 
could physically see Him as His personal Benefactor. Immediately he followed Jesus on 
the way, which was the proper thing for him to do in gratitude and adoration.

We follow Jesus likewise after having been freed from spiritual blindness and enabled to 
see Him in His majestic Saviorhood and amazing grace.
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 11:1-33

May our Lord Jesus Christ be near us to defend us, within us to refresh us, around us to preserve 
us, before us to guide us, behind us to justify us, and above us to bless us, who liveth and reigneth 

with the Father and the Holy Ghost, God forevermore. Amen. (An Ancient Collect).

1. Read Mark – Chapter 11. Choose paragraph headings for:
 11:1–10

 11:11

 11:12–14

 11:15–19

 11:20–26

 11:27–33

Mark 11:1–10
2. Jesus and the Twelve had arrived in Bethany after walking a hundred miles from Capernaum in Galilee to 

Jericho in Judea, then on to Bethany, near Jerusalem. What village was adjacent to Bethany?

3. Two disciples were instructed to fetch a colt from that village. How should they answer to secure the 
release of the animal if their actions were challenged?

4. A donkey is a symbol of peace and service. Which animal is a symbol of war? (Job 39:19–25) 
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5. Why did Jesus choose a donkey to ride on as He made His final appeal to Israel to accept Him as king of 
salvation? (Zechariah 9:9)

6. How did the people who went before and who followed after express their enthusiasm for Him? (11:8)

7. Compare the words of praise from the Gospel narratives.
 Mark 11:9–10

 Matt. 21:9

 Luke 19:38

 John 12:13

Mark 11:11–14
8. When Jesus arrived at the temple He saw all the commotion and commerce going on (11:11). Since it was 

already late on Palm Sunday afternoon, He postponed action until the next day. He went out to Bethany with 
the Twelve to lodge there that evening. Who in Bethany were good friends of His and would be willing to 
accommodate thirteen men overnight?

 Luke 10:38–42 and John 11:1–3

 Matthew 26:6 and Mark 14:3

9. How is the malediction that Jesus pronounced upon the barren fig tree a type of judgment on all fruitless 
piety?

 Is. 29:13

 2 Tim. 3:5
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 Matt. 7:21

 Mark 11:15–19

10. How did Jesus (11:17) combine and apply the utterances of Isaiah 56:7b and Jeremiah 7:11?

11. How did the scribes and chief priests react to Jesus’ cleansing of the temple?

Mark 11:20–33
12. The next day (Tuesday), as they passed by and saw the fig tree completely withered, the disciples, and 

particularly Peter, expressed their astonishment. Jesus gave them a short teaching on the power of faith and 
prayer. What do you get out of this and how do you apply it to your own life? (11:20–26; Matt. 21:20–22)

13. Members of the Sanhedrin took the offensive against Jesus. How did He reverse the process and put them 
on the defensive?

14. Jesus assumes several different roles in this chapter. Locate the verses and explain His function as:
 King: 

 Prophet: 

 Teacher: 

 Judge: 

15. Which verse in Chapter 11 do you regard as the most helpful to you? Why?
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